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Frequenci s in the Instructional Television Fixed Service -- MM Docket No.
93-106

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of The Wireless Cable Association International, Inc. ("WCA"), we hand
you herewith an original and nine copies of a ~tition for an extension from July 29 to August
19 of the time afforded parties ~o submit reply comments in response to the Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking in the referenced proceeding. WCA has been authorized to notify the
Commission that the National ITFS Association does not oppose a grant of this request.

PauiJ. Sinderbrand

Counsel to The Wireless Cable
Association International, Inc.

cc: Hon. Jaqles H. Quello
Hon. Andrew C. BatTett
Hon. Ervin S. Duggan
Brian J. Fontes
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PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME
TO SUBMIT REPLY COMMENTS

The Wireless Cable Association International, Inc. ("WCA"), by its attorneys,

hereby requests a twenty-one day extension of the time afforded for submitting reply

comments in response to the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("NPRM') in the captioned

proceeding. I WCA is authorized to notify the Commission that the National ITFS Association

("NIA") does not oppose this request.2

Since the initial comments were submitted in response to the NPRM, WCA has

been engaged in discussions with various Instructional Television Fixed Service ("ITFS")

licensees and applicants in an effort to craft a compromise among those educators who fear

that channel loading will adversely impact the educational purpose of the ITFS and those

wireless cable operators and educators who believe that channel loading is an appropriate

solution to the problems caused by channel mapping during the interim period until digital

compression technology becomes viable. As a result of those discussions, WCA has recently

IAmendment ofPart 74 ofthe Commission's Rules Governing Use ofthe Frequencies in
the Instructional Television Fixed Service, 8 FCC Rcd 2828 (l993)[hereinafter cited as
"NPRM'].

2Due to the travel schedules ofkey educators supporting this proposal, it was not possible
for this request to be filed until today.
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scheduled a "summit conference" to take place on Monday, August 2 in Orlando, Florida

during WCA's annual convention. Given the limited travel budgets available, this represents

the first opportunity that representatives of the educational and wireless cable communities

have had to meet face-to-face since the release of the NPRM. Representatives of NIA and

several other educational entities that have filed initial comments in this proceeding already

have agreed to participate. It is WCA's hope that this conference will result in a compromise

on the issues raised by channel loading that the Commission can readily implement.

WCA is certainly sensitive to the desire ofthe Commission to resolve the issues

raised by the NPRM expeditiously. After consultation with many of the educators attending

the "summit conference" and considering their various vacation schedules, WCA believes that

an extension of the time for filing reply comments until August 19 is the minimum necessary.

Grant of such an extension will permit the conference participants to meet, consider various

alternatives and provide the Commission with the benefit of any compromises that result.

Ultimately, WCA believes that the issues raised by the NPRMwill be resolved more quickly

through a compromise, even with a three week delay in the due date for reply comments, than

would otherwise be the case.
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WHEREFORE, WCA requests that the time for filing reply comments in

response to the NPRMbe extended from July 29, 1993 until August 19, 1993.

Respectfully submitted,

WIRELESS CABLE ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL, INC.

BY:~£~
Paul J. Sm erbrand
Dawn G. Alexander

Sinderbrand & Alexander
888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 610
Washington, D.C. 20006-4103
(202) 835-8292
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